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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1 - 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lehto et al. 
(WO 99/54730) (hereinafter "Lehto") in view of Verwaerde et al. (U.S. Pat. Appl. No. 
2004/0038227) (hereinafter "Verwaerde"). 

Lehto teaches a method for performing biochemical analysis using small amounts of 
liquid sample that comprises the merging of two sample solutions comprising a drug' candidate 
and a drug target on a substrate using electrostatic forces. Lehto teaches the use of parallel 
electrodes arranged on a substrate for facilitating the transport and manipulation of sample 
droplets during sample processing and analysis (see, e.g., pages 7, 8 and 25 - 38). Lehto teaches 
the use of a temperature-controlled environment (see, e.g., page 18). 
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Lehto is silent to teaching the detecting and comparing the heats of reaction during the 
analysis. 

Verwaerde teaches methods for drug screening and development using microcalorimetric 
devices (see, e.g., paragraphs 39 - 48). Verwaerde teaches the benefits of using 
microcalorimetric devices in performing process measurements (see, e.g., paragraph 9). 
Consequently, as indicated by Verwaerde, a person of ordinary would accordingly have had a 
reasonable expectation for success of employing the use of microcalorimetric devices and 
methods for facilitating the effective screening of assay samples (see MPEP § 2143.02). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the 
use of a microcalorimetric methodology as claimed in facilitating the effective assay testing. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian J. Sines whose telephone number is (571) 272-1263. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday (11 AM - 8 PM EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill A. Warden can be reached on (571) 272-1267. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




